
Native American
(Culture and History)



Agenda

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Kjhe7yUrCZ6OpPAkpvjOeAgSjRMt_uVoM0x94oMUHyM/edit?usp=sharing


Cultural/Spiritual  -  Many Native Americans 
believe that as long as humans are respectful 
caretakers of the natural world, it will provide for 
us. We honor Mother Earth, the Great Spirit our 
Creator, through prayer,  song, dance, and 
ceremonies.  We honor our ancestors that came 
before us.  We have great respect for our 
Elders.  Some Native Americans are  Christian, 
Catholic, and other religions. 

Political/Social - We advocate for our 
Constitutional, Tribal, and Treaty Rights.  We 
are in constant  battle to preserve what is 
constitutionally  ours -  family  documents, 
artifacts, language , and customs. An American 
Indian has many rights under  the US 
Constitution.   Some of us are signed with tribes 
and some are not.  

We are The Indiginous People of this land.



U.S.  Population - 566 plus Tribes - Federally  recognized 2,000 plus languages

● We are very diverse:  We speak different languages, practice different  customs, 
faith, ceremonies, and creation stories. Similarities -  We all have respect for 
Mother Earth , land, water, air, and fire. We use natures remedies for healing.   

SUSD Population  - 1,400 k-12 Native Students (Synergy Data)  SUSD Tribes

● 300 students registered with 506 Grant Enrollment Form-
● Low graduation rate, high dropout rate, low achieving in k12 Math/ ELA

Native Center Goals:  Located :      Edison High Campus  40 plus Years 54 Schools 

● Increase Cultural Identity 
● College and Career 
● WHY?  To help our students grow in their Native Culture, to build self confidence ,  and to 

educate the community about the Indiginous people of America. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15KwFkNZ5VD5IhOOG7T_SZ15mEIzHpfp5/view?usp=sharing
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Missions 1769- CALIFORNIA INDIANS

Founded by the Roman Catholic Church led by 
Father Junipero Serra

Why were the Missions Built?

○ To create a civilization from wilderness. 
○ Indoctrination to Christianity/ Catholicism 
○ Indians religions, cultural values, economies, 

and governing structures needed to be civilized. 
○ Control the natural resources and human capital 

to secure the Spanish empire in America.
○ To use the Indians as laborers to build a new 

society. 



Missions 1769- CALIFORNIA INDIANS
      Did the American Indians want to live in the missions?

● They were already inhabiting California, living in villages, 
and utilizing natural resources, had an abundance. 

● According to church law, indians were not forced, but 
persuaded to join the Mission. Missions were founded in 
Indian towns with the approval of the chieftain leader. 

● Some Indians were Mayors-supervisors to oversee the 
day to day operation, Priests, Soldiers,  and Judges 
Some lived in nearby villages, presidios, and ranchos.

What hardships did the California Natives encounter?   
65 years Natives experiences were horrible - murder, 
kidnapping, separation of families, uprisings, revolts, 
attacks, mortality rate was high-disease, fugitives. They 
had to learn new language, new customs, give up their 
way of life.

Did all Native Americans desire to be converted to 
Christianity? 

● There were some Indians that converted and others 
did not.  It was the new way of life, Indians would 
still attend the church and practice the faith.  

●  The churches kept baptism records, death, birth, 
status, and place of residence.

  California Native Video

https://youtu.be/7QOuuPXklGQ


Declaration of Independence - 
An  American Indian Perspective 1776- 

We are all too familiar with the statement from the 
Declaration which states “We hold these truths to be 
self-evident that all men are created equal”—yet, lines 
below refers to Native Americans, who we all know 
are the first inhabitants and stewards of this land, as 
“merciless Indian Savages”. It is clear, that “all men 
are created equal” does not include the Native 
Americans who are clearly perceived as subhuman to 
the United States of America’s founding fathers. The 
roots of injustice in the United States of America is 
written for the entire world to read: Merciless. Indian. 
Savages. 



Declaration of Independence - 
An  American Indian Perspective 1776
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https://www.bing.com/search?q=Lakota+people&filters=sid%3ab151422f-44a9-803e-7528-39e333ef292b&form=ENTLNK


Land



Native American Resilience


